CLAIMS 

I claim: 

1 A device for obstructing a gastric opening, comprising: 

an occluding member adapted to expand from a first configuration to a larger second 
configuration; and 

a bridging member extending from the occluding member, the bridging member 
having a length which is adapted to pass at least partially through the gastric opening such 
that the occluding member obstructs the gastric opening, 

wherein the length is further adapted to permit the occluding member to intermittently 

move relative to the gastric opening. 

2 The device of claim 1 wherein the occluding member is adapted to expand from 
the first configuration during delivery to the second configuration during placement within 
the gastric opening. 

3. The device of claim 1 wherein the occluding member comprises an inflatable 
member adapted to expand from the first configuration to the second configuration. 



4. 

member. 



The device of claim 3 further comprising a fluid for inflating the occluding 



5. The device of claim 4 wherein the fluid comprises a liquid or gas. 

6. The device of claim 3 further comprising a visible dye or marker within the 
inflatable member. 

7. The device of claim 3 wherein the inflatable member is comprised of a distensible 
material. 

8. The device of claim 3 wherein the inflatable member is comprised of a material 
visually distinct from tissue. 
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9 The device of claim 1 further comprising a biodegradable covering over the 
occluding member, the covering being adapted to degrade upon insertion within a gastric 
lumen. 

10. The device of claim 1 wherein the occluding member comprises an expandable 

foam. 

11. The device of claim 1 wherein the occluding member comprises an expandable 
hydrogel. 

12. The device of claim 1 wherein the occluding member comprises an expandable 
scaffolding. 

13. The device of claim 12 wherein the scaffolding is comprised of a shape memory 
alloy adapted to self-expand. 

14. The device of claim 13 wherein the shape memory alloy comprises Nitinol. 

15. The device of claim 12 wherein the scaffolding is comprised of a super-elastic 

alloy. 

16. The device of claim 1 wherein the occluding member is further adapted to 
collapse from the second configuration to the first configuration. 

17 The device of claim 1 wherein the occluding member defines a cross-sectional 
shape along a longitudinal axis, the shape being selected from the group consisting of circles, 
ellipses, triangles, diamonds, rectangles, squares, and combinations thereof. 

18 The device of claim 1 further comprising a second occluding member connected 
to a distal end of the bridging member, wherein the second occluding member is adapted to 
expand from a first configuration to a larger second configuration. 
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19. The device of elaim 18 wherein the second occluding member and the occluding 
member are in fluid communication through the bridging member. 

20. The device of claim 18 wherein the second configuration of the second occluding 
member is smaller relative to the second configuration of the occluding member. 

21. The device of claim 18 wherein the second configuration of the second occluding 
member is larger relative to the second configuration of the occluding member. 

22 The device of claim 18 wherein the second configuration of the second occluding 
member is equivalent in size to the second configuration of the occluding member. 

23 The device of claim 18 wherein the second occluding member comprises an 
inflatable member adapted to expand from the first configuration to the second configurate. 

24. The device of claim 23 further comprising a visible dye or marker within the 
inflatable member. 

25. The device of claim 23 wherein the inflatable member is comprised of a 
distensible material. 

26. The device of claim 23 wherein the inflatable member is comprised of a material 
visually distinct from tissue. 

27 The device of claim 23 further comprising a biodegradable covering over the 
second occluding member, the covering being adapted to degrade upon insertion within a 
gastric lumen. 

28 The device of claim 27 wherein the occluding member also comprises a 
biodegradable covering thereon, the covering over the second occluding member being 
adapted to degrade at a rate different from a degradation rate of the covering over the 
occluding member. 
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29 The device of claim 27 wherein the occluding member also compnses a 
ModegradaMe covering .hereon, the covering over .he second ocduding member bemg 
ada P .ed .o degrade a, a ra.e srmi.ar .0 a degradanon ra.e of .he covering over the ocdudmg 
member. 

30. The device of elaim 18 wherein the seeond oeeluding member comprises an 
expandable foam. 

31. The device of claim 18 wherein the second occluding member composes ; 
expandable hydrogel. 

32. The device of claim 18 wherein the second occluding member comprises ; 
expandable scaffolding. 

33. The device of claim 32 wherein the scaffolding is comprised of a shape memory 
alloy adapted to self-expand. 

34. The device of claim 33 wherein the shape memory alloy comprises Nitinol. 

35. The device of claim 32 wherein the scaffolding is comprised of a super-elastic 

alloy. 

36. The device of claim 18 wherein the second occluding member is further adapted 
to collapse from the second configuration to the first configuration. 

37. The device of claim 1 wherein the bridging member has a length of at least 2 cm. 

38. The device of claim 1 wherein the bridging member has a diameter which is less 
than a diameter of the second configuration. 

39. The device of claim 1 wherein the bridging member is adapted to expand from a 
first diameter to a larger second diameter. 
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40. The device of claim 1 wherein the bridging member is flexible. 

41. The device of claim 1 wherein the bridging member is adapted to be positioned 
through the gastric opening and remain within a gastric lumen. 

42. The device of claim 1 wherein the length of the bridging member is tapered. 

43. The device of claim 1 wherein a distal end of the bridging member is weighted. 

44. The device of claim 1 wherein a distal end of the bridging member comprises at 
least one retaining member. 

45. The device of claim 44 wherein the retaining member comprises hooks or barbs. 

46. The device of claim 1 wherein the bridging member defines a lumen 
therethrough. 

47. The device of claim 46 further comprising a valve positioned within the lumen. 

48. The device of claim 47 wherein the valve comprises a urn-directional valve. 

49. The device of claim 47 wherein the valve comprises a passively-controlled valve. 

50. The device of claim 47 wherein the valve comprises an actively-controlled valve. 

51. The device of claim 1 further comprising at least one inflation port defined upon 
the occluding member. 

52. The device of claim 51 wherein the inflation port is self-sealing. 



53. The device 
material. 



ice of claim 51 wherein the inflation port is comprised of a metallic 
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The device of claim 53 wherein the metallic material is magnetic. 
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55 A system for intermittently obstructing a gastric opening, comprising: 

a first occluding member and a second occluding member each adapted to expand 

from a first configuration to a larger second configuration; 

a bridging member extending between the first and the second occluding members, 
wherein the bridging member has a length which is adapted to pass through the gastnc 

opening such that the first occluding member obstructs the gastric opening and is retained by 

the second occluding member, and 

wherein the bridging member is further adapted to permit the first occluding member 

to intermittently move relative to the gastric opening. 

56 The system of claim 55 wherein each of the first and the second occluding 
members is adapted to expand from the first configuration during delivery to the second 
configuration during placement within the gastric opening. 

57 The system of claim 55 wherein each of the first and the second occluding 
members comprises an inflatable member adapted to expand from the first configuration to 
the second configuration. 



58. The system 
occluding members. 



of claim 55 further comprising a fluid for inflating at least one of the 



59. The system of claim 55 further comprising a visible dye or marker in at least one 
of the occluding members. 

60. The system of claim 55 wherein at least one of the occluding members is 
comprised of a distensible material. 

61 . The system of claim 55 wherein at least one of the occluding members is 
comprised of a material visually distinct from tissue. 

62 The system of claim 55 further comprising a biodegradable covering over each of 
the occluding members, each covering being adapted to degrade upon insertion within a 
gastric lumen. 
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63. The system of claim 55 wherein at least one of the occluding members is 
comprised of an expandable foam. 

64. The system of claim 55 wherein at least one of the occluding members is 
comprised of an expandable hydrogel. 

65. The system of claim 55 wherein at least one of the occluding members is 
comprised of an expandable scaffolding. 

66. The system of claim 55 wherein at least one of the occluding members is 
comprised of a shape memory alloy adapted to self-expand. 

67. The system of claim 66 wherein the shape memory alloy is comprised of a super- 
elastic alloy. 



68. The system 



of claim 66 wherein the shape memory alloy is comprised of Nitinol. 



69. The system of claim 55 wherein at least one of the occluding members is further 
adapted to collapse from the second configuration to the first configuration. 

70. The system of claim 55 wherein the first and the second occluding members are 
in fluid communication through the bridging member. 

71. The system of claim 55 wherein the second configuration of the second occluding 
member is smaller relative to the second configuration of the first occluding member. 

72. The system of claim 55 wherein the second configuration of the second occluding 
member is larger relative to the second configuration of the first occluding member. 

73. The system of claim 55 wherein the second configuration of the second occluding 
member is equivalent in size to the second configuration of the first occluding member. 



23 



74. The system of claim 55 wherein the bridging member has a diameter which is 
less than a diameter of the second configuration. 

75. The system of claim 55 wherein the bridging member is adapted to expand from a 
first diameter to a larger second diameter. 



76. The system 



of claim 55 wherein the length of the bridging member is tapered. 



77. The system of claim 55 wherein the bridging member defines a lumen 
therethrough. 

78. The system of claim 77 further comprising a valve positioned within the lumen 

79. The system of claim 78 wherein the valve comprises a uni-directional valve. 

80. The system of claim 78 wherein the valve comprises a passively-controlled valve. 

81. The system of claim 78 wherein the valve comprises an actively-controlled valve. 

82. The system of claim 55 further comprising at least one inflation port defined upon 
at least one of the occluding members. 

83. The system of claim 82 wherein the inflation port is self-sealing. 

84. The system of claim 82 wherein the inflation port is comprised of a metallic 
material. 

85. The system of claim 84 wherein the metallic material is magnetic. 

86. The system of claim 55 wherein at least one of the occluding members defines a 
cross-sectional shape along a longitudinal axis, the shape being selected from the group 
consisting of circles, ellipses, triangles, diamonds, rectangles, squares, and combinations 
thereof. 
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87. The system of claim 55 further comprising a first flexible tubing adapted to 
deliver the first and a second occluding members to the gastric opening. 

88. The system of claim 87 wherein the flexible tubing defines a lumen therethrough 
in fluid communication with at least one of the first and second occluding members. 

89. The system of claim 87 wherein the flexible tubing further comprises a metallic 
attachment at a distal end of the tubing. 

90. The system of claim 89 wherein the metallic attachment is magnetic. 

91. The system of claim 87 further comprising a second flexible tubing adjacent to 
the first flexible tubing, the second tubing defining a lumen for delivery of fluids 
therethrough. 

92 The system of claim 87 further comprising a third flexible tubing adjacent to the 
first flexible tubing, the third tubing defining a lumen for aspiration of fluids therethrough. 

93. The system of claim 55 further comprising at least one filler defining an 
occupying volume for occupying a space within a gastric lumen occluded by the first 
occluding member. 

94. The system of claim 93 further comprising a plurality of additional fillers. 
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95 A method for intermittently obstructing a gastric opening, comprising: 
positioning a first occluding member proximal to the gastric opening and a second 
occluding member distal to the gastric opening; and 

maintaining a connection between the first occluding member and the second 
occluding member via a bridging member which is adapted to pass through the gastnc 
opening such that the first occluding member obstructs the gastric opening and is retained by 

the second occluding member, 

wherein the bridging member is further adapted to permit the first occluding member 

to intermittently move relative to the gastric opening. 

96 The method of claim 95 further comprising advancing the first and the second 
occluding members via a tubing member prior to positioning the first occluding member. 

97. The method of claim 95 further comprising ingesting the first and the second 
occluding members prior to positioning the first occluding member. 

98. The method of claim 97 further comprising self-expanding at least the first 
occluding member prior to positioning the first occluding member. 

99. The method of claim 98 further comprising self-expanding the second occluding 
member after positioning the first occluding member. 

100. The method of claim 97 further comprising self-expanding at least the first 
occluding member while positioning the first occluding member. 

101. The method of claim 100 further comprising self-expanding the second 
occluding member while positioning the first occluding member. 

102 The method of claim 95 further comprising expanding the first occluding 
member from a first configuration to a larger second configuration prior to positioning the 
first occluding member. 
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103. The method of claim 95 further comprising expanding the second occluding 
member from a first configuration to a larger second configuration prior to positioning the 
second occluding member. 

104 The method of claim 95 wherein positioning the first occluding member 
comprises expanding the first occluding member from a first configuration to a larger second 
configuration. 

105. The method of claim 104 wherein expanding the first occluding member 
comprises inflating the member with a fluid. 

106. The method of claim 105 further comprising inflating the member with a visible 
dye or marker. 

107. The method of claim 104 wherein expanding the first occluding member 
comprises expanding the member with an expandable foam. 

108. The method of claim 104 wherein expanding the first occluding member 
comprises expanding the member with an expandable hydrogel. 

109. The method of claim 104 wherein expanding the first occluding member 
comprises self-expanding the member with a shape memory alloy. 

110. The method of claim 95 wherein positioning the second occluding member 
comprises expanding the second occluding member from a first configuration to a larger 
second configuration. 

111. The method of claim 110 wherein expanding the second occluding member 
comprises inflating the member with a fluid. 

1 12. The method of claim 1 1 1 further comprising inflating the member with a visible 
dye or marker. 
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1 13. The method of claim 1 10 wherein expanding the second occluding member 
comprises expanding the member with an expandable foam. 

114. The method of claim 110 wherein expanding the second occluding member 
comprises expanding the member with an expandable hydrogel. 

115. The method of claim 1 10 wherein expanding the second occluding member 
comprises self-expanding the member with a shape memory alloy. 

1 1 6. The method of claim 95 wherein maintaining the connection comprises fluidly 
communicating between the first and the second occluding members. 

117. The method of claim 95 further comprising collapsing at least the second 
occluding member. 

118. The method of claim 1 17 further comprising removing the first occluding 
member and the second occluding member from the gastric opening. 
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